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Lord is infinite, so are his sacred
tales,
Saints hear and sing, in infinite ways.
(Ramcharitmanas 1.140.C5)

The story of Lord Ram has been told for
thousands of years, even before Sage
Valmiki wrote the Ramayana. Hundreds of
different versions of Ram’s story have

been written after Valmiki. Ramayana has
been also retold through plays, movies, TV
serials, songs, discussions, seminars, dance
performances, etc. RamQuest is one
similar attempr to retell the Ram story.

RamQuest is a dream that is aimed to
spread awareness of the Ramayana and
the holy name of Lord Ram, particularly
amongst our youth. We hope to publish
short articles in simple language to realize
this dream. With | ord Ram’s infinite
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This year Ramnavami is on 25 4 March. We will be organizing a seminar, Ram Charit
Manthan’, in Houston, USA on 24" March. The theme of the seminar is: “Dialogue
with Ram.” Though Lord Ram is the hero of Ramayana, he has been a man of few
words. Distinguished speakers will be speaking about those few occasions when he
conversed with others and reflect upon what lessons we can learn from them. A full
report of the seminar will be presented in the next issue of RamQuest.

RamQuest would not have been possible without the encouragement and support
of many divine souls, and | am so grateful ro each of them. We express our gratitude
to the authors who wrote for this issue and those who will be writing for future ones.
Finally, many sincere thanks to our patrons and advertisers, who have been
instrumental in the widespread distribution of this publication. Finally, | thank my
parents and all gurus, without whom nothing in my life would have been possible.

RamQuest is also available online. Please visit www.ramacharit.org/ramquest to
download the same. We invite enlightened readers to send their articles for
publication and comments and suggestions for improvement.

e IR =€ R ST 974 | T AT T 3 g A4 || Ramcharitmanas 7.53.C3
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AIM & SCOPE

RamQuest is a quarterly publication that
aims to spread awareness of the Ramayana and
the holy name of Lord Ram, particularly
amongst our youth. The sole criterion for
publication of an article is its intrinsic value to
quench readers’ thirst to know about Lord
Ram and the Ramayana and enkindle an
appetite for further pursuit.

Contributors are requested to send their
articles keeping the following factors in mind:

(a) Articles must address a topic that is directly
related to the Ramayana and Lord Ram.

(b) Articles must be written in lucid simple
language without complex jargon.

(c) Original unpublished articles are preferred.
Previously published articles can be
considered if necessary permissions to
republish have been received and no
copyrights are violated.

(d) Articles should provide fresh perspectives and not reiterate well-known

stories.

(e) Articles based on scientific, historic, or literary evidence are highly

encouraged.

(f) The maximum length of an article is 1,000 words. Longer articles are

unlikely to be published.

(g9) The Editor-in-Chief has final discretion on publication decisions.

For complete guidelines for authors, please visit
http://www.ramacharit.org/ramquest

Authors should submit their articles to: ramquest@ramacharit.org

RamQuest Subscription

Annual subscription: Rs. 151 (within India). $11 (elsewhere)

Discounts are available for multiple copies and multi-year subscriptions.

For subscription, advertisements, a complimentary copy and other information,
please contact: RamQuest@ramacharit.org

The data, information, opinions, and contents appearing in the articles and
advertisements in this publication are the sole responsibility of the concerned
author(s) or advertisers. The publisher, editor-in-chief, and editors accept no
responsibility of liability whatsoever for any injury and/or damage to persons or
property due to any inaccurate or misleading data, information, opinions, and
contents that might appear in this publication.

RamQuest is published quarterly (January, April, July, October) by Ram Charit

Bhavan, Houston, USA.

4

January 2018


mailto:RamQuest@ramacharit.org

RamQuest Patrons

The publication and distribution of RamQuest has been made possible by
the generosity of its patrons. Individual and family patrons receive 5 and
10 copies, respectively. We mail copies to any part of the world on their
behalf. Suggested annual contribution is $51 for individual and $101 for
family. We wholeheartedly thank our patrons, and they are recognized in
every issue of RamQuest. If you would like to support RamQuest, please
write to: RamQuest@ramacharit.org.

Amar Nath and Prem Agarwal, TX, USA
Krishna Kumar and Sunita Agarwal, Mumbai, India
Munna Lal and Archana Agarwal, OH, USA
Ram Prakash Agarwal, FL, USA
Ravish and Shobha Agarwal, VI, USA
Ajay and Shobha Aggarwal, TX, USA
Braham Aggarwal, FL, USA
Sachin and HariPriya Agrawal, TX, USA
Sita Ram Agrawal, Vadodara, India
Sushil and Vimla Agrawal, TX, USA
Damodar and Lalita Airan, FL, USA
Virinder and Neena Bansal, TX, USA
Arvind and Sunita Bhandari, TX, USA
Tanmoy and Bindu Chakravarty, TX, USA
Naresh and Asha Chand, MD, USA
Shri Arun Kumar and Krishnakanti Chaudhary, India
Pramod and Poonam Dewan, TX, USA
Shri K. and Sudha Goyal, TX, USA
Vipin and Sarika Goyal, Canada
Ajay and Alka Gupta, TX, USA
Anand and Pushp Gupta, Delhi, India
Ankur and Nidhi Gupta, Vadodara, India
Hari and Manju Gupta, TX, USA
Naim and Shailla Gupta, IN, USA
Ramlakshman Gupta, Jaipur, India
Sant Das and Gita Gupta, VA, USA
Shivani Singhal Gupta, Delhi, India
Sita Ram Gupta, Delhi, India
Suprabha Gupta, IL, USA
Yogesh and Monica Gupta, MI, USA
Avatar and Sangita Handa, IN, USA
Anuj and Swati Jain, TX, USA
Raghbendra Jha, Australia
Rakesh and Anita Kapoor, Houston, TX
Tirth Khushaldasani, TX, USA
Rahul Kulkarni, Chalisgaon, India
Birendra and Hema Lal, TX, USA
Ramdas Lamb, Hawaii, USA
Ashish Mahodaya, TX, USA
Jugal and Raj Malani, TX, USA
Alka Mallik, TX, USA
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RamQuest Patrons (ctd.)

Arvind and Anamika Mallik, CA, TX
Ram and Saraswati Mallik, TX
Lakshmi Narain and Usha Mehra, TX, USA
Nikhil & Avni Mehta, TX, USA
Pramod N. and Minaxi Mehta, TX, USA
Satish and Suman Mehta, TX, USA
Ravi and Nayna Mistry, CA, USA
Gopal and Sita Mittal, TX, USA
Sushila Mohanka, OH, USA
Hukum and Sita Mongia, IN, USA
Manglesh Mujmer, TX, USA
Tara C. and Rajan Nuwal, TX, USA
Rameshchandra and Kokila Patel, IN, USA
Sen Pathak, TX, USA
Chandrasekhar Raghu, TX, USA
Indrani Rampersad, Trinidad
Swadesh Rana, NY, USA
Ashoka Rastogi, Gurgaon, India
Jogendra and Renu Sharma, Jaipur, India
Anita Singh, Ghaziabad, India
Dinesh H. Singhal, TX, USA
Raghubir and Indra Singhal, TX, USA
Satyan and Raj Singhal, Delhi, India
Dilip and Pratima Soni, TX, USA
Raghvendra Upadhyaya, TX, USA

Please make your check payable to: Shri Ram Charit Bhavan. It is a
non-profit organization registered with the state of Texas, USA. The
mailing address: 12010 Sunrise Way, Houston, TX 77065.

You can also make a payment by PayPal. Please visit
www.ramacharit.org and use donate button or let us know if you need a
formal invoice.

PS: Residents from India can become patron by contributing Rs. 501 for
individual and Rs. 1,001 for family. You can send DD/ Cheque payable
to: Shri Ram Charit Bhavan, 1-B Vrundavan Park, Near Santoshi
Nagar, Sama Road, Vadodara 390008. Please write to
ramguest@ramacharit.org if you wish to pay using NEFT so we can send
you bank details.

HINDU PRIEST SERVICES IN TEXAS

My name is K. V. Doraiswamy Bhattar, I used to work as a priest in Sri Meenakshi
Temple Pearland, TX for 20 years and now I am Retired from temple.Now [ am a
freelance priest to continue my services to the Hindu Community. I can speak 5

languages fluently ( Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, English)I can perform all the
rituals like Seemantham, Punyahavachanam, Naamakaranam.Annaprashanam,
Vidhyarambham,Chowlam, Upanayanam, Wedding Sathyanarayana Puja,
Ayushya Homam, Navagraha Homam, Mruthyunjaya Homam, Ganapathi
Homam, Gruhapravesham, 60th,70th,80th Birthday etc. I can drive to your place
] for performing required pujas, you may want to call me directly at the phone
QAU ATRVEE numbers below or e-mail me your requests.
Bhattar 281-489-0464 / 281-948-8368

kvdoraiswamybhattar@yahoo.com or kvdoraiswamy60@gmail.com




RamQuest Institutional Patrons

The publication and distribution of RamQuest has been made possible by
the generosity of our institutional patrons. Social, religious, cultural,
public and private organizations are invited to join in this noble cause.
Suggested annual contribution is $251. We will send 50 copies of
RamQuest for one year (4 issues) to our institutional patrons. We
wholeheartedly thank them and recognize in every issue of RamQuest.
For more information, please write to: RamQuest@ramacharit.org.

SuMandalee, Houston, USA
Shri Ram Mandir Trust, Jaipur, India
Tulsi Manas Pratishthan, Bhopal, India
Aggarwal Vaish Sabha, Delhi Cantt, India
Shri Radha Krishna Temple, Houston, USA
Shri Govindaji Gaudiya Math, Houston, USA
Shri Hanumant Sewa Sangh, Delhi Cantt, India
Raghunandan Ramlila Samiti, Delhi Cantt, India

Please make your check payable to: Shri Ram Charit Bhavan. It is a
non-profit organization registered with the state of Texas, USA. The
mailing address: 12010 Sunrise Way, Houston, TX 77065.

You can also make a payment by PayPal. Please visit
www.ramacharit.org and use donate button or let us know if you need a
formal invoice.

Organizations from India can become patron by contributing Rs. 2,501.
You can send DD/ Cheque payable to: Shri Ram Charit Bhavan, 1-B
Vrundavan Park, Near Santoshi Nagar, Sama Road, Vadodara 390008.
Please write to ramquest@ramacharit.org if you wish to pay using NEFT
so we can send you bank details.

Hindu Priest Services Houston
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greed, the minister, the physician and
guru speak only the sweet, surely the
kingdom, body and dharma shall quickly
parish ! Ramcharitmanas, 5.37

POOJA, HAVAN (HOMAM),
Engagement, Wedding Ceremony etc.

Give Discourses on Hindu Scriptures.

Make and Read Horoscope.

Can perform Pooja and Havan in Temple,
at your house or place chosen by you.

Services available 7 days a week.
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Letters to Editor

RamQuest (Oct.2017) is before me at the moment. I may not exaggerate if I venture to say
that RamQuest is an unprecedented harbinger of those higher values of life which are
wholly represented in the noble character of Shri Ram. In these days when desirable moral,
religious and spiritual values are fast declining such a magazine espousing the cause of
moral and spiritual renaissance is the need of the hour. It is only by the grace of Shri Ram
that you the privilege of being an effectual ambassador for spreading the message of the
great saint Goswami Tulsidas.

The present issue is enriched with a valuable fund of Rnowledge contained in the
articles/poems contributed by various erudite scholars devoted to the holy name and acts of
shri Ram The entire issue exhales the divine fragrance of Ram’s name and his message to the
whole world.

May I have the honourto congratulate you on this great moral and spiritual
enterprise aiming at loRmangal (human well-being). I am one with you in this supreme
task of spreading the message of Tulsidas, here, there and everywhere.

-Dr Narendra Sharma ‘Rusum’, Jaipur

8 GrAH F1 Tafaerdn, 6919 &9 8 Yefer o &3 € g1 qrl a3 T4 9
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1 like reading the articles and appreciate the time and efforts of all concerned. — Pandita
Indrani Rampersad, PhD, Trinidad

This initiative by you will give immense joy and satisfaction Ram devotees throughout the
world. — Dr. Rahul Kulkarni, Jalgaon

I am very happy to Rnow of this endeavor. It is very important we understand our religion
and its historical facts and not get confused with the myths and ignorance about them.
Unfortunately, there is no dearth of misrepresentation of our religious facts and beliefs that
is being spread day by day. I personally believe that religion should be a guide line for us to
learn from and inculcate their teachings in our lives and practice them within our families
and society as a whole.- Satish Mehta, Ph.D., Houston, USA

RamQuest is an excellent initiative. Congratulations to you and your colleagues. You need
to disseminate RamQuest to many, many more people - I think there is a huge potential
demand for it. — Dr. Anand P. Gupta, New Delhi

The October issue of RamQuest contains articles such as Universal Philosophy of Ramayana
and Relationship between Diwali and Ramyana that I found very useful. It is well edited
magazine. — Prof. Ramlaxman Gupta, Jaipur

8 January 2018




Dr. Omprakash Gupta is a professor of management at the
University of Houston-Downtown, Texas, USA. Though his
primary interest of teaching and research is management,
lately he has been working in the area of Ramayana. He has
recently published two books and a few articles on
Ramayana related topics. In his own field of management, he
has published 70+ research papers in professional academic
journals. He is also a recipient of numerous teaching,
research and service awards.
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Ram and His Arrow and Bow
Ramlakshman Gupta

Shri Ramlakshman Gupta had spent several years in
academia before shifting to industry. For over six decades,
he has been associated with various social, cultural,
religious and educational organizations in various
capacities. Presently he edits a by-monthly Hindi magazine,
Tulsi Saurabh. He is also President of Tulsi Manas Sansthan
which publishes books and organizes various activities. He
heads Shri Ram Mandir Trust in Jaipur.

)

Whenever we visualize Ram, an image of a valorous and handsome
young man with a bow in one hand and an arrow in the other invariably
emerges before our eyes. It is almost impossible to imagine Ram’s
existence without his bow. Ram and his bow are inseparable. When an
artist draws a picture of Ram as a child, he places a picture of a small
bow near him. As Krishna is known by his flute, Ram is known by his
bow and arrow.

In the third sholk of Ayodhyakand of Ramcharitmanas, Goswami
Tulsidas adores Ram who holds in his hands a mighty arrow and a
graceful bow. In fact, it is Tulsidas who has immortalized and
permanently established in our hearts the image of Ram with a bow and
arrow (very often a sheath of arrows). There is a story that once when
Tulsidas was visiting Vrindavan, he was blessed by the sight (darshan)
of Lord Krishna with a flute in his hands. He then exclaimed,

“How should I describe your today’s beauty, O Lord! You are looking
marvelous.

However, Tulsi would bow his head to thee, when you take bow and
arrow in hands”.

In Ramcharitmanas, Ram is rarely without his bow and arrow. When
he proceeded to protect the sacrifice to be performed by Sage
Vishwamitra, he had a quiver fastened on his back and a lovely bow and
arrow in his hands (f 92 i & S 9T | ¥ =19 @R g8 e |

Manas, 1.209.C2). Nay, it was not only when he was in a battlefield that
he would arm himself with bow and arrow, they are a part and parcel of
his identity. Even when he is with saints and sages, he is with his bow
and arrows. Before Bharat meets him in Chitrakoot, just see what the
scene is there! Tulsi describes Ram as “He wore matted hair on his head
and had a hermit’s rob girt about his loins, there was a quiver fastened to
his waist, an arrow in his hand and a bow slung across his shoulder. On
the altar amidst an assembly of hermits and sages shone Sita and Lord of
Raghu dynasty.”

10 January 2018



A question is often raised as to why Ram could carry his bow and
quiver of arrows with him when mother Kaikeyi had specifically desired
that he dwell in the forest for fourteen years in the garb of a hermit,
wholly detached from the world.

AT S forafy 3T | <eg S T s-erE 1| Manas, 2.29.C3.

The answer is that Ram without his bow and arrow was an incomplete
person. Kaikeyee had exiled a complete Ram, as people knew him. As
such, she had no objection to him carrying his bow and quiver full of
infallible arrows. Some also believe that the sole reason she sent Ram to
exile was to kill demons such as Ravan and that would be impossible if
Ram did not have his bow and arrows.

In Ramcharitmanas, even hermits pray to him to dwell in their hearts
with his bow and arrow. Sutikshna prays, “Armed with a bow and arrow
and accompanied by your younger brother and Janak’s daughter, O Lord
Ram, please dwell forever like a moon in the firmament of my heart!”
After Ravan is killed and the war ends, Brahma, Indra and Lord Shiva all
offer their prayers wherein they worship Ram with his bow and arrow.
Brahma says, “O Ram, perpetual abode of bliss, O Hari, O Chief of
Raghus bearing a bow and arrows!

ST TH HET G@eT &Y | T e =19 €’ || Manas, 6.111.X1

Indra says, “Glory to Ram, beauty personified, the bestower of peace,
equipped with an excellent bow, arrows and quiver and triumphing in his
mighty strength.”

S T 9T T | ek I foremd 11 6.113.X1
& A SR L AT | G Tl a1 1] 6.113.X2

Lord Shiv says, “Save me, Chief of Raghus line, bearing an excellent
bow and shining arrows in your hands.”

HIHTRETT TH AT | ¢ SR AT FFek 3 HE 1| 6.115.X1

Ram’s bow and arrows are not just weapons; they are an integral part of
his identity. Without his bow and arrow, Ram is incomplete.

| =19 ! T4 @, T T S |
-9 I B T H, ST B hed ||

That is, his bow is Sita and arrow is Ram himself! Without each other,
they are incomplete. If we are they are with us, surely we shall be blessed!

(Note: This doha was composed for this article by the RamQuest editor
Dr. Omprakash K. Gupta.)
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Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan
Yogendra Pratap Singh

Dr. Yogendra Pratap Singh is Director Ayodhya Research
Institute, Government of Uttar Pradesh, India since 2001.
During his tenure, Ayodhya Research Institute has done
phenomenal work in the field of Ramayana. He has
organized daily Ram Lila for the past 14 years in Ayodhya,
and carried to many foreign countries. Under his dynamic
leadership, the institute has published well over 250 books
related to Lord Ram, Ram Lila, Ayodhya, Tulsidas, Ayodhya
etc. in all 22 Indian languages. Presently Dr. Singh is
working is on “Global Journey of Ram Culture.”

Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan, an autonomous body, was established by the
Uttar Pradesh Culture Department in 1986. There was a long pending
popular demand by the saints of Ayodhya that at the spot where Tulsidas
wrote Ramcharitmanas, a memorial should be constructed. The Tulsi
Smarak Bhawan (buiiding) was thus built in 1969. A full size statue of
Gosw:émi Tulsidas in the posture of composing Ramayana was also
erected.

The objects of the Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan (Research Institute) are:

1. To preserve, assemble and compile the manuscripts and objects of
art, culture, folk literature, history and tradition of Awadh in general
and Ayodhya in particular.

2. To keep and preserve deteriorating articles of archeological
importance and rich in cultural tradition of Awadh.

3. To encourage research on Indian art, knowledge and culture
pertaining to Awadh region and to promote research work on the
Ramayan of Tulsidas and his literature as well as the philosophy.

4. To establish a museum pertaining to the protection, promotion and
study of manuscripts and archeological items on the social, religious,
literary and historical culture and art.

5. To publish the list of original works, critical editions, translations,
the results of the research work and other important writings of
importance.

6. To cooperate and assist other national and international bodies and
educational institutions in achieving the above objectives.

7. To implement schemes ensuring employment in accordance with the
programs of the Government of India and the Government of Uttar
Pradesh.

8. To publish a research magazine for the use of students and research
scholars, to organize birth anniversaries of great personalities and
training programs, to compile the scattered folk stories about Rama
from every corner and to get the story of Ramayana painted in
various art styles during national and international conferences and
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seminars. Also to stage Ramlila and collect, compile and evolve
documents pertaining to the historical development of it.

The institute has many achievements to its credit. Some of them are:

Publication of about 250 books on Ramayana, Awadh, Ayodhya and
Goswami Tulsidas

Publication of 58 issues of magazine ‘Sakshi’

Daily Ramlila presentation for the past 14 years

Ramlila presentation, seminar and conferences in about 20 countries
Establishment of a handicraft museum on Ram’s story

Education of folk dance to school children

The culture department of Government of India has approved a
world survey in respect to those countries where Ramlila is staged or
they have some spots and items pertaining to the story of Ram

Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan is located in Ayodhya and can be reached by
train, bus or air (from Lucknow). For more information, please visit
http://ayodhya.co/, or write to ayodhyaresearch1986@gmail.com, phone
91-5278232982.

NECUSEON =

Ayodhya or Avadh?
Did you know the word Ayodhya (Wﬁ“tZIT) has never been used in
Ramcharitmanas! Instead, Ajodhya (QHTrﬁ%'?JT) is used, but just once.
The most commonly used word is Avadh (319¥) - used 79 times!

With Best Compliments

Lo

(&
"8 Z—S\'ﬁx Yy

Jitendra R Shah CPA
7322 Southwest Freeway, Ste 715
Houston TX 77074
Tel:713-840-1222
jshahcpa@sbcglobal .net




Who wants to be a Rambhakt?

1. Who is considered as an 4. In which direction of Ayodhya
incarnation of Lord Vishnu? does river Sarayu flow?
a) Hanuman a) North
b) Shiv b) South
c) Brahma c) East
d) Parashuram d) West
2. Who was Trijata? 5. ‘Kumbhkarna’ got his name
a) Mother of Sita due which part of his body?
b) Queen of Lanka a) head
c) Guard of Sita b) nose
d) Sister of Sita c) ears
d) eyes
3. What is the main weapon of
Parshuram? 6. Shravan Kumar is known
a) Bow and Arrow because of his devotion to
b) Axe a) Ram
c) Spear b) Shiv
d) Mace c) Parents
d) king
99 g ey qe ¢ PT :uonnjos
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Goswami Tulsidas: An Emblem of Poetic Modesty
Narendra Sharma ‘Kusum’

Dr. Narendra Sharma ‘Kusum’ is retired professor
English. He had taught English language and literature
more than six decades. He had been by a large number of
literary, social and religious organizations for
outstanding contribution in the spheres of education,
literature and religion. He was twice awarded Life Time
Achievement Award for distinction in these fields. He had
been associated with more than half a dozen literary,
social and religious organizations and with Tulsi Manas
Sansthan as its Vice President. His philosophy of life
includes quest for excellence, service of humanity,
promotion of goodwill and universal brotherhood.

It goes without saying that poet Tulsidas represents the best in his poetic
endeavor, particularly in Ramcharitmanas which may rightly be
described as his magnum opus. But despite all his greatness as a very
powerful poet of much eminence, his modesty is capable of disarming
anyone who may venture to devalue his poetic excellence. Much has
been written about his unquestioned and unconditional surrender to Shri
Ram as a devotee, but not much attention has been paid to his rare
modesty as a poet. A thorough study of Balkand enables us to see that
the poet is averse to tall claims as a creator and is too humble to even talk
about his outstanding poetic capacity. He does not even want to take the
credit of creating something new in Manas. He says that he has gleaned
the subject matter of the epic from various sources like the Ramayana,
the Vedas and other scriptures, and has also picked up ‘something’ from
wherever possible with a view to singing the glory of Ram for his own
pleasure.

TGO ag TR0l frfed Fafoe=aatsty |
memmmwwﬁa—wﬁlwmﬁﬁn STARITS, 23k |

In his utmost hum|I|ty he says further that he is not sure of his capacity
as a poet and as such he is imploring everyone for their support in his
poetic task:

T ey et s A e | ATl fort™ % @ T 1| Manas, 1.8.C4

He likens himself to a lisping child whose lisping words are fondly liked
by his parents but the crooked ones can only laugh at the child.

ST ST g QI ST | g1 qfed 7 g 3% A1 || Manas, 1.8.C9

January 2018 15



The height of his modesty reaches its peak when he says, “I am neither a
poet nor an expert in sentence-construction. | am bereft of all arts and
learning.

aH{eT 7 8IS TS ST el | Fohet ket | foret & Il Manas, 1.9.C8

Further the most quoted lines testify his

extreme modesty when he says that he has
| no knowledge, no understanding and no
insight into poetry. This he truly says on an
s oath written on a piece of blank paper.

SHfera ferereh Uk AfE T |

e s (oI e il || Manas, 1.9.C11
He gives all credit to the benevolent grace
% of Shri Ram for making him a poet. He says
that he is neither a poet nor a wise man. He

- sings the glory of Ram according to his
limited wit.

mqgﬁ?:r%wm | A 3FFET TH T TS || Manas, 1.12.C9

We see his supreme humility when he asks for the grace and support of
all other poets and scholars in the hard task of writing a great epic about
Ram. As compared to their poetic height, he likens himself to a mere
child.

ahfel hiferg TSI AN A ] 7T | Manas, 1.14¢.D1

mﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁa’f@ﬁW@%WHMmasl 14¢.D2

On reading the Ramcharitmanas, one may easily see that Tulsidas is
nowhere arrogant or insolent. He is everywhere humble, modest and
submissive, always falling at the divine feet of Shri Ram and Sita.
Anyway, the purpose here is to focus on his poetic modesty, to show that
all great people, be they poets or scholars, are basically modest or ought
to be modest. Arrogance is not consonant with greatness.
Ramcharitmanas is relevant to all times, as Tulsidas’ modesty relevant to
all those who wish to take up the task of composing poetry or are already
engaged in their respective poetic endeavor. Arrogant poets and scholars
with little achievement in their spheres can learn a lot from Tulsidas who
is worth emulating for all times. My heartfelt obeisance to the holy
memory of that great poet who lives in the heart of millions of people all
over the world! ]

2 T ot TR, T W il § S |

AT W Ted I, T off Tl v ||

(from Tulsi Ramayan in 1008 Lines)
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CrossQuest
Chinmay Agrawal

Down

1. River in Ayodhya

2. Kaikeyi’ son

3. Sita’s birthplace

4. Wife of Indrajit

6. Shiv’s wife

8. Heads of Ravan

9. Ravan’s sister

13. Owner of Chandrahas
16. Vehicle of Kamdev

18

Across

5. Sampati’s brother

7. Mother of Shatrughna

10. Took Ram to Sita Swayamvar
11. Mithila’s king

12. Mountain of Sanjivani booti
14. King of Wealth

15. Kands in Ramayana

17. Bharat’s wife

18. Vali’s son

(Solution on page 31)
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Homophones in Ramcharitmanas
Omprakash Gupta

Dr. Omprakash Gupta is a professor of management at
the University of Houston-Downtown, Texas, USA.
Though his primary interest of teaching and research is
management, lately he has been working in the area of
Ramayana. He has recently published two books and a
few articles on Ramayana related topics. In his own field
of management, he has published 70+ research papers in
professional academic journals. He is also a recipient of
numerous teaching, research and service awards.

When two (or more) words are spelt differently but sound the same, they
are called homophones. For example, alter-altar, made-maid, stationary,
stationery, to-too-two, etc. So, when we speak one of them, it can easily
be confused with the other. In Hindi (a phonetic language) when two
words are spelt differently, their pronunciation, though technically
different, may sound similar when words are spelt very similar. For

example, words 3 (anala) and 31e (anila). When pronounced, they
may sound very similar but their meanings are very different. The word
3 (anala) means fire whereas 319 (anila) means air. In this column

we will provide examples of commonly used homophones in
Ramcharitmanas with the hope that readers will find them useful when
reading Manas and similar other literature.

Readers are invited to send homophones from Manas to
ramguest@ramacharit.org for publication in this column.

1. 39 (anala) - 3 (anila)

As mentioned above 39 means fire whereas I means air. The
word 39T has been used 35 times in Manas. For example,

T e S WY Tl | W Fhifeg = i A 11 6.108.C14

A % HiaT U HaT St % TEA T H Tohe F ¢ 3% g A1 § Tore
A %I T 7T | To bring the real Sita out of fire where she had been
hidden, she was first asked to enter fire.

The word 319 has been used just once. Interestingly, the word e
has also been used in the same line. See,

I3 STet A S HTaT | 815 Sierd ST Sfteq &t || 1.7.C12
eI g3AT ST, AR I Ta ¥ et sTee S1eht ST T SiTe &1a1 o S 2 |
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The same smoke becomes life giver after mixing with water, fire and air.
2. ® (chatra) - B (chatri)

The word ®% means crown/umbrella (something over head) whereas f
is if one of four varnas (Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra). The
word B3 (chatra) has been used 4 times. For example,

A HEGaTL R el | |13 ST STer w2t 31 St 1l 6.13.C5

(TT0T ) T R STeel o SR ST B9 R0T R T 8, S R STee shi 3Tcdd
STeAl =27 21 | Ravana has a large umbrella spread on his head, as if it is a
mass of dark clouds.

The word B has been used just once. See,
B ST T S TH LTS S | 2.229.D1
(H) &forer SiTfcr o, Tehet & STwT 31 2ft T it ot ST €, I8 SO ST 8

I am of the Kshatriya clan, born in Raghu dynasty and a follower of Lord
Ram:; this is known to the whole world.

We will review more homophones from Ramcharitmanas in the future
issues of RamQuest. Learned readers are invited to send homophones
from Manas to ramguest@ramacharit.org for publication.

Wish you all the best | RamQuest !!
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Ask for specnal package price !
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How well do we know Manas Words?

The following words are taken from Shri Ramcharitmanas. Each word
has four possible answer choices. Select the choice that most accurately
means the word.

punit (31<)

a) full moon

b) again

C) pure

d) Ram’s brother

Brishketu (5ehq)

a) Shiv

b) Ram

c) A planet

d) name of a mountain

hay (39)
a) heart
b) hello (hi)
c) horse
d) grass

tamasa (qHd)
a) fum

b) dark

c) ariver
d) like you
suman (gA-)
a) nice heart
b) flower

c) garden
d) Sita’s sister

Readers are encouraged to send similar questions to us for publication
in one of the future issues. (email: ramquest@ramachari.org)

January 2018
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Ram as a Son
Ramaseshu Yaddanapudi

Ramaseshu Yaddanapudi is educated in both engineering
and management. He is working in corporate IT
implementing Enterprise resource planning for last two
decades in US. Apart from that he is interested in learning
our scriptures. He is a devotee of Lord Rama, mother Sita
and Hanuman and lives in Houston, TX.

The Sanskrit word for son is putra. The Sanskrit phrase “Pum-nama-
narakat trayate iti putraha” means that a son is the only one who relieves
the forefathers from the hellish conditions in the life after death. This
article will try to explore one example from each kanda based on
Valmiki Ramayana.

Bala Kanda

When Sage Viswamithra was doubtful when Rama was hesitant to kill
demoness Tadaka (Tataka) as instructed, Rama assured the sage he
would adhere to the instructions of his father, which was to obey the
command of the sage and kill Tadaka.

Ayodhya Kanda

When Lord Rama visited Mother
Kausalya before leaving for the
forest, she insisted on Rama not
abandoning her and that if he did
leave she would also accompany
him. Rama reminded her that her
duty as a wife was to be with her
aged husband and not with her
youthful son, and that it was his
duty as a son to fulfil the promise
given by his father.

When Rama along with Sita and
Lakshmana were leaving Ayodhya
in a chariot driven by the minister,
Sumantra, King Dasaratha was
running behind, pleading Sumantra
to stop. Rama instructed Sumantra
not to heed his father’s words and
to keep going, as it would derail his
father from abiding to the truth.
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Aranya Kanda

When Bharata visited Rama in the forest, and informed him about King
Dasaratha’s demise, Rama went to the river banks and conducted pitru
shraddha immediately to fulfill his rightful duty to his departed father.
Rama did shraddha with the same fervor for Jatayu, who was a friend of
his father, King Dasaratha.

Yuddha Kanda

When Rama killed Ravana, Indra along with the other devatas came
down to pay homage to Rama. When King Dasaratha, who accompanied
them, implored Rama to ask for a boon, Rama requested King Dasaratha
to forgive Mother Kaikayi as it was not her fault for sending him into
exile; it was nothing but a divine will. In this way, Rama absolved the
wrong-doing of his father, which was to abandon Kaikeyi after she asked
Rama to be exiled.

As a son Rama did everything to establish his mother and father on the
right path of truth and absolved their wrong-doings and earned his
earnest title as Putra (son).

Editor: Learned readers are invited to write similar articles on role of
Ram such as Ram as a husband, brother, friend, student, guru, etc. for
publication in RamQuest.
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Ram's Dharma: Leadership Secrets of the Ultimate

Warrior~Sage~Prince
Michael Sternfeld

Shri Michael Sternfeld is an independent scholar and a
producer/director who has spent the last 25 years creating
various productions of the Ramayana, including the first
complete audio production of the Ramayana of Valmiki. For
more information, visit RamayanAudio.com.

This article is excerpted from the audiobook-- Ram's Dharma:
Leadership Secrets of the Ultimate Warrior~Sage~Prince-- published by
Vedic Audio Knowledge (VAK).

Introduction

Now begins the inquiry into Dharma. This one line, expressive of much
of the potency within all Vedic knowledge, is an apt beginning in our
exploration of the epic Ramayana. The Ramayana can be seen as one
grand heroic quest into all the power and subtlety of Dharma. Dharma
means more than just duty, as it is often understood in the West. At its
most comprehensive level, Dharma is the inexorable movement of
evolution in the universe. All activity in the universe is orderly because
of that inexorable flow of Dharma.

Alignment of our Dharma with the Big Picture

To the degree that we align our own nature with this grand vision of
Dharma, the more we align ourselves with the natural flow of all that was
meant to be. This seems to be the true quest—to move our own
consciousness, our own deepening awareness--to become more and more
in-tune with Dharma at every step of our evolution. There is not one
“be-all, end-all” state that captures this, because Dharma, as structured in
consciousness, is a sequential process of unfolding deeper and deeper
levels of order or Dharma in the fabric of our own awareness.

Hierarchies of Dharma

Dharma is structured in layers, or in hierarchies, which reveal more and
more comprehensive levels of intelligence in nature. On one level, we
could experience our personal career Dharma--expressive of the work we
do to earn a living. At a deeper level, we can own our soul level
Dharma--expressive of our own fundamental nature and the development
of higher states of consciousness. On a more expanded level, there can
be a Dharma of a country or civilization, which may express the unique
design or “chosen-ness” for a group of people to serve and enrich the
world in a particular way. The Dharma of a star is to spread life-giving
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light into the world, while the Dharma of the universe may reach to the
fields of unfathomable infinity.

Evolution of Dharma

Every level of life has a Dharma that is woven together with all the other
streams to create a majestic tapestry reflecting the never-ending flow of
life from lesser states to more and more fullness of life and evolution.
From this perspective, all of our growth can be seen as an opportunity to
continually deepen our understanding of our own Dharma and how it fits
into the larger Dharma of the world. As we grow and evolve, we find
that those values that seemed so significant when we were younger fall
away and new doorways open to greater and greater levels of service,
authenticity and an expanding sphere of influence to enrich the world.

Ram's Dharma and the Ramayana

Now this is where the power of Ram and the Ramayana enter the picture.
Ram is an embodiment of the total potential of Dharma. All different
levels and streams of Dharma seem to converge into his comprehensive
personality. This power is first expressed on the human level, the level of
heroic action. Like all the great heroic figures that have preceded us, we
gain so much from following in his epic footsteps. Ram's heroic quests
become our own; and his journey—imbued with near-impossible
challenges as well as great victories and blessed boons--become the
cherished guideposts in the journey of our own lives.

But this outer value of Ram is only a projection and expression of the
deeper, absolute level of life, from which the full potential of being fully-
human emerges—a divine being in human form. Ram is an extraordinary
personage in that he is both an ideal man and an avatar. Human and
divine. The juxtaposition of these two values stretches our
comprehension to span its gulf.

Why is Ram So Special?

In the pantheon of all great epic heroes, Ram seems to hold a special
status. On a human level, his entire life and story are based upon
explicitly discriminating and integrating finer and finer levels of Dharma.
Our behavior can be refined at each step of this journey by integrating
these deeper values into our lives. But the deepest level of Dharma
reveals Ram's full potential as an embodiment of the Absolute level of
life--Ram Brahm Paramarath Rupa.

The great modern-day Vedic sage Maharishi Mahesh Yogi explains this
mahavakya by describing Ram as the embodiment of Brahman, the
supreme Totality of life. This Totality is not just outside of us as some
ruling power, but inside us as well. In this view, Ram represents the
essential nature of ourselves and the whole creation, governing and
sustaining it from the transcendental level. Maharishi clarifies: "Ram is
the embodiment of pure spirituality, of pure being--totality in its absolute
unity. All activity in the universe is orderly because of that eternal law of
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life, the administration of Ram, which establishes and maintains
harmony in all relationships; which harmonizes everything with every
other thing in the universe."

This quote underscores why experiencing the Ramayana yields such
profound results. If Ram embodies all the diverse relationships in the
universe, then the study of his story is essentially the study of our Self
and our evolving relationship with creation—the full potential of
Dharma. In this view, the impulses of the Ramayana are the structures of
our own consciousness, our own Self, and challenge us to grow towards
our own divine status as humans.

This vision may sound quite cosmic, but we must remember that this
divine story unfolds on a completely human level, as Ram was born a
mortal man--the son of the illustrious King Dasharata in Ayodhya. The
story begins as the wise sage Valmiki pondered the question he had often
reflected upon: “Is there a perfect man among us?”

We now begin our journey following the footsteps of Ram—along with
Sita and all the characters of the Ramayana--on an epic quest to discover
Ram's Dharma on all its levels. Our ultimate goal: to emerge with a
profound ownership of that full potential of Dharma that animates the
entire universe.(This exploration of Ram's Dharma will continue in the
next issue of RamQuest...)

Sie T i T 3 T 3ie T i T i T 3ie T i T 3ie T 3 T Sk T 3ie T 3k T ik T 3¢
Congratulations on the launch of RamQuest! RamQuest readers: Enjoy a 20% discount!

)
Ram’s Dharma + -~
Leadership Secrets from the E
Ultimate Warrior ~ Sage ~ Prince &
E
E

A New Audio Production

25 Core Principles of Ram’s Dharma
to Inspire a New Vision of Enlightened Leadership in
Every Area of Your Life

Produced by Vedic Audio Knowledge (VAK)
2 Audio CDs with Booklet +$30
Order at: www.RamayanAudio.com

(click Ram’s Dharma option)
Or email ram1@lisco.com« 641-919-9778

TG WS W ™|

BTHO T OO TTOTA@

Visa, MasterCard & PayPal accepted.



Chivani Gupta

© +91-9582-611-444

eof-‘ s (Cotton Block Print Suite
% Faney Suit Material
% Faney / Cacual Kuric
% (Cotton Bedcheete

1/236, SADAR BAZAR, DELHI CANTT-110010, INDIA
(Nextto SATYAN POLYCLINIC)

R. R. Travel Inc.

Jain Meals

Cruise packages to Europe
Passport and Visa assistance
Biking, hiking and Leisure trip

)

PASSPORT

6666 Harwin, Suite# 280,

Houston, TX 77036

Tel: 713-975-6688 (Office)
713-443-8442 (Rani)
832-236-1805 (Renoo)
713-666-9669 (Home)




Ramayana and its Variants:VValmiki Ramayana
Vijay Kumar Sappatti

Shri Vijay Kumar Sappatti is the CEO of a Solar O&M
Company. He has worked for more than two decades in
the areas of strategic business planning, new market
identification, business development, market research,
team building, competitive product positioning, budget
preparation, marketing promotions, corporate planning.
He has three books to his, two poetry and one story book,
all in Hindi.
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The Ramayana is one of the great Hindu epics. It is ascribed to the sage
Valmiki and forms an important part of Hindu literature, considered to be
itthaasa. The Ramayana is one of the two great epics of Hinduism, the
other being the Mahabharata. It depicts the duties of relationships,
portraying ideal characters like the ideal father, ideal servant, ideal
brother, ideal wife, and ideal king. The name Ramayana is a tatpurusha
compound of Ram and Ayana (“going, advancing"), translating to
"Rama's Journey."

Though Valmiki's Sanskrit poem Ramayana is the most influential
among Indians, Rama's story is available in several languages, such as
Chinese, Laotian, Thai and Tibetan. Many of these languages have more
than one telling of the epic.

Camille Bulcke counted 300 tellings of the epic. The number of
versions of the epic which have existed in India and the rest of south-east
Asia for the past 2,500 years or more is simply astonishing. Late poet
and scholar AK Rumanian’s work - Three Hundred Ramayanas: Five
Examples and Three Thoughts on Translation - is another milestone in
this study.

The study of such variants exists in India as well as in other countries
like Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, China, Sri Lanka, Laos, Malaysia,
Burma, Nepal, Philippines etc. There are texts of Ramayana in several
regional languages of India including Sanskrit, Chinese, Thai, Telugu,
Bengali, Kashmiri, and Tamil. In this article, we present the various
versions of Ramayana in the following categories:

1. The Valmiki Ramayana translations/versions /adaptation
2. The Sanskrit versions

3. The regional versions

4. The International versions

Writing an article on the variants of Ramayana is an enormous task.
Reading so many available versions is tedious and with every version
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that one reads, there is a possibility that we change our perceptions about
the great epic. | have understood that with every version there is a unigue
story attached. There is a belief system behind the version. The
difference may be geographical based on local, regional, national or
international settings. We also see differences in the versions according
to time period of that era.

But despite all the versions, “God is limitless and there is no limit to
his stories,” comes true to its full meaning. With every reading, we come
across a new story and new approach to the original Ramayana. As we
go through the details we understand the dynamics of each story. Let us
first discuss Valmiki Ramayana which is mother of all Ramayanas!

Valmiki Ramayana

Ramayana tells the story of Rama (an avatar of the Hindu supreme-god

Vishnu), whose wife Sita is abducted by Ravana, the king of Lanka.

Thematically, the Ramayana explores human values and the concept of

dharma. It also gives us some insights as how to live life. Ramayana also

tells us the basics of morality of life. It also shows various dimensions of
: __ life on a greater canvas.

The Ramayana was first written by
Valmiki [original name Ratnakar] the
robber-turned-sage. The story of Rama was
narrated to him by Sage Narad. Once he
witnessed a bird being killed by a hunter
and heard the heart-rending cry of the bird’s
mate. He felt the pain and out of this pain he
was inspired to write the Ramayana.

The epic was an important influence on
Sanskrit poetry and Indian life and culture,
particularly through its establishment of the
: : shloka meter. Like its epic cousin the
Mahabharata the Ramayana is not just an ordinary story; it contains the
teachings of ancient sages and presents them in narrative allegory with
philosophical and devotional elements interspersed. The characters Ram,
Sita, Lakshman, Bharat, Hanuman and Ravan are all fundamental to the
cultural consciousness of India.

The Ramayana consists of 24,000 verses in seven books (kandas) and
500 cantos (sargas). Srimad Valmiki Ramayana is composed of verses
called Sloka, in Sanskrit language, which is an ancient language from
India, and are written in a 32-syllable meter called anustubh. These
verses are grouped into individual chapters called sargas, wherein a
specific event or intent is narrated. These chapters or sargas are grouped
into books called kands where kand means the inter-node stem of
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sugarcane, or also a particular phase of the story or an event in the course
of storytelling. In its extant form, Valmiki's Ramayana is an epic poem of
some 50,000 lines. The text survives in several thousand partial and
complete manuscripts, the oldest of which is a palm-leaf manuscript
found in Nepal and dated to the 11th century CE. The text has several
regional renderings, recessions, and subrecessions. Ramayana is
composed of about 480,002 words, being a quarter of the length of the
full text of the Mahabharata or about four times the length of the Iliad.

The epic is divided into several major kandas (books), which deal
chronologically with the major events in the life of Ram. The division
into seven kandas is as follows:

1. Bala Kanda (Book of childhood). The origins and childhood of Ram,
born to king Dasharath of Ayodhya and destined to fight demons.
Sita's swayamvara and subsequent wedding to Rama.

2. Ayodhya Kanda (Book of Ayodhya). The preparations for Rama's
coronation in the city of Ayodhya, his exile into the forest, and the
regency of Bharat.

3. Aranya Kanda (Book of the forest). The forest life of Rama with Sita
and Lakshman, his constant companion. The kidnapping of Sita by
the demon king Ravana.

4. Kishkindha Kanda (Book of the monkey kingdom). Rama meets
Hanuman and helps destroy the monkey people's king, Vali, making
Vali's younger brother, Sugriva, king of Kishkindha instead.

5. Sundara Kanda (Book of beauty). Detailed accounts of Hanuman's
adventures, including his meeting with Sita. Traditionally read first
when reading the Ramayana, this book's name derives from the fond
name given to Hanuman by his mother.

6. Yuddha Kanda (Book of war, also known as Lanka Kanda). The
battle in Lanka between the armies of Rama and Ravana. After
Ravana is defeated, Sita undergoes the test of fire, completes exile
with Rama, and returns to Ayodhya with him to reign over the ideal
state.

7. Uttara Kanda (Book of Answers). Rumours of impurity lead to Sita's
banishment, during which she gives birth to and raise’s Lava and
Kush. Rama and Sita reconcile. The twin boys later ascend the
throne of Ayodhya, after which Rama departs the world.

How well do we know Manas Words? (Answers)
i@ 2.a 3.c 4.c 5.b
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Universal Philosophy of Ramayana
Prabhu Dayal Mishra

Shri Prabhu Dayal Mishra is a renowned scholar in Vedas
and other Indian scriptures. He has published more than two
dozen books on Vedas, Gita, Yoga, etc. He has received
numerous awards for his work. Currently, he is the president
of Maharishi Agastya Vedic Sansthanam and associated with
a number of universities, social and religious institutions.

Let me quote here at the very outset the theme substance of this third
paper in this series of impact of Ishavasyopanishad on Ramcharitmanas.
The second mantra of this Upanishad reads as follows:

FA~IdE FHHIOT (Sfifr=sd THT: | Td et TS 7 sHuforerd |

If a man wishes to live a hundred years on this earth, he should live
performing action. For you, who cherish such a desire and regard
yourself as a man, there is no other way by which you can keep work
from clinging to you.

Let us remember here that in the first mantra greater emphasis was laid
on the renunciation of fruit and to have no greed for possession. This
might imply that since enjoyment and possession both are verily
restricted; there may not be any need of doing action here. To
emphatically contradict this notion, Vedic seer stresses the inescapable
need of an active life of hundred years which can only help remain
unattached with action as well!

~To conceptualize a direct vision of this commandment we find people
living in Ramrajya of Ramcharitmanas for long without any ailments and
their full awareness of it.

H TS FAS IR | T G Tl forest €T || Manas, 7.21.C5

The life of action is the life of awareness. The word ' Karma' stands for
Karmyoga here. It means that every action performed has to be a
Karmyoga. It also implies that when the knowledge imparted in the first
mantra is imbibed in our action, it transforms our action to be a
Karmyoga.

This theory of Karma yoga blossoms fully in Bhagwad Gita. The
action according to it is itself a fulfililment and there need not be any
waiting or postponing for the enjoyment of its fruit. This knowledge
input in the performance of an action entitles it to be called a Yagya.
Yagya is offering one's possession and gain without any attachment. The
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Yagna ritual traditionally epitomized the collective karma of a superior
kind. It stood up for the cause, process and end of this creation.

In Ramcharitmanas, thus, we notice a character Pratap Bhanu who
performed a number of sacrifices and offered the fruits thereof to Lord
Vasudev, Vishnu.

g ST U0 O A T | SITged AU 9 = 1| Manas, 1.156.C2

The central character of Ramayana, Shri Ram is indeed the best model
of this art and knowledge. In Janakpur, for instance, when the
competition for lifting the arrow of Lord Shiva is at its peak, Ram
remains totally unaffected. There is no sign of any effort on his part till
his master Vishwamitra asks him to get up and break the bow. Even
when he is so commanded and he is fully capable in his own might of
carrying the command, his gesture is worth noting -

3¢ W 3fS Hest gL | 3o ST RIS A || Mans, 1.254.C8

And when Ram has broken the bow without any exertion and he is
challenged by the rival contestants, he holds no grudge. This leaves even
Parashuram confused to believe if he could indeed be his culprit since
there were no signs of a triumphant performer of this gallant task in his
behavior. And Ram on the other hand, says —

gy foretren o g« STf STkt 1% | Manas, 1.270.D1
& 7 &Y forw1g 1 et 2Tl | Manas, 1.270.D1
wwwﬁm@ﬁ%’%@wm Il Manas,1.271.C1

When Ram noticed that the whole assembly was shaken and even Sitaji
seemed worried, hem without any malice or joy spoke gently. “O, great
master any one breaking this great bow can only be just your servant, a
follower!” Parasuram does not visibly follow the language of a
‘nishkam’ (non-attached) Karmyogi. Laxman therefore walks forward as
an interpreter. He therefore goes to inform that the bow broke simply as
Ram touched it. It is virtually an act in which the doer is totally absent.

How could Ram then be arrogant or boastful of his bravery altogether!

Another instance of Ram exercising total control over his behavior by
remaining stable and unshaken in favorable or adverse situations is
depicted in this shlok of Ayodhyakand-

SETAT AT 7 ARl 7 Heel e :@d:| Manas, Ayodhya. Sholka 2

Ram was not overjoyed when he learned that he was being enthroned
and remained equally unconcerned when he was exiled for fourteen years
the next morning.
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Ram's continuous quest of karma is evident in the prayers he offered to
the Indian Ocean to provide a path for his great army to reach Lanka. He
decided to calmly sit in meditation for three days although Lakshman
was not convinced with it at all.

The last and not the least instance is that of Ram entrusting an onerous
assignment to Angad for acting as his emissary to Ravan to try if the
Great War could be avoided. He tells him-

I TR 1Y fed 815 | N & g Jashal 915 || Manas, 6.17.C8

Angad, all your endeavors should be in this direction - let my object (of
obtaining Sita) be achieved and also that he (Ravan, our enemy) remains
unharmed.

At the end when Ram ultimately defeats Ravan by winning the war, he
enthrones Vibhishana, his enemy’s younger brother and wishes-

g FHed A TS qve Hife GiHg 7 A1 | 6.116d.D1

“You should rule over this land for a full kalp (4.32 billion years which
is one day period of Brahma, the Creator)!” I hope this detailing is
sufficient for now to elaborate the idea that the Vedic philosophy finds
an appropriate illustration in the Ramcharitmanas of Tulsidas.
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Ramcharitmanas- An abridged version in 1008 Lines

Ramcharitmanas as published by Gita Press has 12,587 lines. Realizing how
busy we are with our modern lives, | felt that a brief version of the Manas is
needed for present society and our future generations. As a result, | most
humbly present to readers “Ramcharitmanas- An abridged version in 1008
Lines.” In addition to carefully selected 1,008 lines from Manas, it has
simple Hindi translation, English transliteration and easy to understand
English translation. We present from Line 17 to 24 below. For previously
published lines, please visit previous issues of RamQuest by visiting
http://www.ramacharit.org/Ramquest. For more information on the book and
how to receive your copy, please write to Om@ramacharit.org — Om Gupta

Balakanda
17. sadara sivahi nai aba matha, barana'um(] bisada rama guna gatha.
1.34.C3
18. sambata soraha sai ekatisa, kara'um[] katha hari pada dhari sisa. 1.34.C4

I now pray to Lord Shiv and place my head in the feet of the Lord. | begin to
describe the holy virtues of Lord Ram in the Samvat year 1631 (1574 A.D.).

19. naumi bhauma bara madhumasa, avadhapurira yaha carita prakasa.
1.34.C5

20. ramacaritamanasa ehi nama, sunata §ravana paia bisrama. 1.35.C7

I commence this story in Ayodhya on Tuesday, the ninth day of the Chaitra

month. It is called Ramcharitmanas. The listeners of this story derive solace

by simply listening to it.

21. ramacaritamanasa muni bhavana, biraceu sambhu suhavana pavana.
1.35.C9

22. raci mahesa nija manasa rakha, pai susama'u siva sana bhas a. 1.35.C11

Lord Shiv himself has conceived this beautiful and holy Ramcharitmanas.

This text is worshiped and loved by all sages. After creating it, Lord Shiv

first bestowed it in his heart. At the right time, he narrated it to Goddess

Parvati.

23. taterh ramacaritamanasa bara, dhareu nama hiyam/[ heri haras i hara.
1.35.C12

24. kaha'um[] katha soi sukhada suhafi, sadara sunahu sujana mana Iaf.
1.35.C13

Lord Shiv, after giving due consideration, beautifully titled it

“Ramcharitmanas.” I shalll shall narrate this bliss-giving story. O noble

souls, please please listen to this with an attentive and devoted mind.
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